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HERITAGE 
Grievance 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [9.47 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Heritage.  The Minister 
for the Environment, who formerly was also the Minister for Heritage, will obviously respond to this grievance.  
My grievance relates to the abuse of heritage.  The minister’s staff called me yesterday and asked what I meant 
by the abuse of heritage.  I said that it was basically what has and has not been happening over the past few years 
since this Government came to power.  I said that I would not raise anything that this minister, who was the 
heritage minister for two and a half years, would not be able to answer.  I was quite surprised then when, some 
half an hour later, the minister met me in the corridor and asked me what questions I would ask her the following 
day.  I have never been asked before what questions I would pose in a grievance.  Usually members say what the 
problem is and they get a response from the minister, but this minister wanted some questions.  I typed out some 
questions and said to the minister this morning that I would address the issue of abuse, and that I had set out 
some questions that the minister would be able to answer.  This minister now has her good news sheet from the 
minister in the upper House, which she will present to the House, and which I think is absolutely ridiculous.   

Dr J.M. Edwards interjected. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The minister is in the Chamber.  This grievance is about abuse.  

Dr J.M. Edwards:  I am not the Minister for Heritage. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The minister was the Minister for Heritage for two and a half years.  What was her 
election policy?  I will remind her, because she may be forgetful.  I know that some people on her side of the 
House have been forgetful before.  Maybe the minister suffers from the same thing.  What did Labor say about a 
new heritage Act?  It said that Labor would work to pass a new heritage Act that would protect the State’s 
heritage interests.  I have looked at Hansard.  I am disappointed that the member for Rockingham is not in the 
Chamber, because in 1999 he was the opposition spokesman on heritage.  He talked about heritage and what the 
Labor Party would do for heritage.  He spoke of how the Labor Party saw heritage as encompassing cultural 
heritage, natural heritage, indigenous heritage and all the different aspects of heritage.  It took a holistic view of 
heritage, yet the Government has done nothing.   

This minister was Minister for Heritage for two and a half years.  She did nothing.  Where is the heritage 
legislation?  Will the Government introduce into the Parliament legislation that it promised the community; if 
not, why not?  Is it possibly because, just as it criticised the Opposition many years ago when it was in 
government for putting forward inadequate legislation that merely focused on the built environment, it will also 
put forward inadequate legislation that does the same thing?  Will the minister not put it on the table, because the 
legislation does not look at indigenous heritage?  I am pleased that the member for Rockingham has come back 
into the Chamber.  I have read his comments.  It is not often that we see eye to eye, but we appear to do so on 
heritage.  I appreciated reading the member for Rockingham’s comments in Hansard.  The member for 
Rockingham should have been given this portfolio.  Why was the portfolio split between one minister in the 
other House who has control of heritage and the Minister for the Environment in this House?  What does the 
federal biodiversity legislation do?   

Mr M. McGowan:  You asked me a question.  Do you want me to answer it?   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  First let me tell members how that legislation interprets heritage.  It defines “heritage” 
as the values of a place, including the place’s natural, cultural and environmental qualities, and it involves a 
consideration of whether it has aesthetic, historic, scientific or social significance or other significance for 
current and future generations of Australians.  I wanted to provide members with that definition of heritage 
because that is the definition of heritage that the member for Rockingham gave five years ago.  What has the 
minister done?  She has sat on it.  Because the minister has done nothing, developments such as the Raffles 
Hotel have gone ahead.  That process was abused because the Heritage of Western Australia Act is so weak.  
Tower blocks were built on the Raffles Hotel site.  Thousands of people asked the Government to preserve 
Duncraig House, but development will now occur all around it.  This Government tried to sell Wireless Hill.  
Most people in the community do not consider buildings to be heritage; they consider heritage to be our beaches, 
the Swan River foreshore, our forests and our reefs.  However, does this Government look at heritage from that 
global view?  No.  When she was in opposition, the Minister for the Environment used to say that a Labor 
Government would lead by example.  What example has the minister set?  What kind of example is the minister 
setting on heritage matters?  The minister is looking through her good news stories.  I suppose she will tell me 
that she put $50 000 here, $100 000 there and $25 000 elsewhere.  I am sure she will tell us about some 
wonderful good news stories.  What about the promise the minister made to the community?  After two and a 
half years as the Minister for the Environment, where is the paperwork?  Where is the new heritage Bill that the 
minister was going to introduce?  Many members of the Labor Party are probably very upset with the minister.  
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The environment and the heritage portfolios had to be separated because the minister could not cope with the 
two portfolios.  The heritage portfolio has been given to a minister who is worried about his seat.  Still nothing 
has happened.  When will the minister put the new Bill on the Table?   

DR J.M. EDWARDS (Maylands - Minister for the Environment) [9.53 am]:  I am pleased to respond on behalf 
of the Minister for Heritage in the other place.  Most members in this Chamber regard grievances as an 
opportunity to constructively solve problems.  I highlight a recent matter raised by the member for Vasse.  The 
member had the courtesy to tell me beforehand what the issue was.  Therefore, I was able to examine the 
grievance in some detail.  He had a very good point to his grievance.  I commissioned an independent report, 
which produced further information.  I have now directed the Environmental Protection Authority, under section 
46 of the Environmental Protection Act, to address the very heart of the issue that the member raised.  As the 
minister representing the minister in another Chamber, when my office and I asked the member for Alfred Cove 
the contents of her grievance, we did so because we like to be constructive and because we want to address the 
member’s genuine concerns.  The member responded with a one-line sentence -  

Dr J.M. Woollard:  It was one line for you, minister, because I had already told your staff. 

The SPEAKER:  Member for Alfred Cove! 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  How many times do I have to say what the grievance is all about? 

The SPEAKER:  Member! 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  That does not leave us with a lot of opportunity to get the relevant information from the 
appropriate minister.  I will outline some of the things we have done, in response to the member’s comment 
about not taking heritage matters seriously.  This Government has a fine record on heritage matters.   

Dr J.M. Woollard:  Where is the Bill you were going to put on the Table?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The member’s interjections are incessant and are not helping her get the answers she is 
seeking.  We have a very fine record on heritage.  We went to the election with a policy on heritage and we have 
fulfilled most of the obligations contained in it.   

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  The member for Alfred Cove is given latitude for limited interjections, because it is her 
grievance.  However, consistent and continuous interjections are disorderly.  I warn the member not to persist 
with that course of action.   
Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The first thing we did was separate the heritage and planning portfolios.  One of the first 
actions I undertook as Minister for Heritage was to interim list the Raffles Hotel site.  That had been a 
contentious issue for many years.  I was delighted to join the Art Deco Society of Western Australia and 
celebrate when the site received interim listing and later when it received permanent listing.  In February this 
year the one thousandth registration occurred when the Beattie Park Pool and Leisure Centre was registered.  
The Heritage Council has been quietly registering sites and working with landowners.  It has undertaken many 
other very constructive activities.  For example, the heritage loan scheme has been established.   

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Member for Alfred Cove! 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  It was implemented in the past 12 months and has attracted some 64 applicants, who are 
currently being assessed by StateWest Credit Society Ltd.  That initiative has involved a partnership arrangement 
with the Western Australian Local Government Association.  Partnership arrangements with local government 
are incredibly important in heritage matters.  Members are aware of the controversy that surrounded some 
heritage decisions of local governments.  The Heritage Council has made a concerted effort to work with local 
government.  Indeed, when I was the Minister for Heritage, I set up a working party to work more closely with 
local government on these issues.   
Dr J.M. Woollard:  To protect or destroy our heritage?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Really, I know it is 1 April, but this is beyond a joke.   

It has been recommended that 24 landowners be offered loans of between $5 000 and $50 000 in the first round.  
The second round has attracted 13 applications.  The Government has also re-established the previous amount of 
money in the heritage grants schemes, which has attracted 66 applications.  As the member says, there is wide 
interest in heritage.  We are working, particularly with owners, through those two schemes.   
Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 
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Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Recently the Government announced the allocation of some $13 million to assist the 
conservation of the East Perth power station.  It is expected that work on the first contracts will commence in the 
latter half of 2004.  In addition, over the past 18 months the Heritage Council has been working on tackling the 
backlog of some 1 000 referrals for state heritage listing.  The council has completed preliminary assessments on 
approximately 90 per cent of those.  This has reduced the number of individual places that are considered worthy 
of registration to approximately half.   

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  One aspect of heritage is that a lot of detail is required to justify the arguments that a site 
should be listed.  When I was the Minister for Heritage, I inquired whether that level of detail was needed, 
because it takes a lot of time and expense to compile those lists. 

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Member! 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  However, I was convinced that that level of detail was needed, so that process continues.  
As I said, moneys were put into the backlog program and work is proceeding well on it.  I will take up the matter 
of the legislation with the minister and ask him at what stage that legislation has progressed to.  

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Member! 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Other issues have arisen in that time.  One of the first things this Government did was to 
advertise vacancies on the Heritage Council to find out who was interested in becoming a member of the council.   

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Member! 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  We advertised those positions.  Indeed, I was complimented by the former member for 
Vasse, Barry Blaikie, who was a member of the Heritage Council at that stage and thought it was good idea to 
open up the council to broader representation.  We also made sure when we considered expressions of interest 
that we continued with regional representation.  About 70 per cent of the work that needs to be done in heritage 
is in the regions.  We have good lists and activities in the metropolitan area but the regions have tended to lag 
behind.  I have been delighted in that regard with some of the initiatives that have been taken by small local 
governments wanting to protect their local heritage. 

Finally, I note the Lotterywest grants program.  Lotterywest has continued to support conservation of the State’s 
heritage through its grants program, which has also contributed to the mix.  A lot of activities are occurring on 
the heritage front.  We have fulfilled a number of items in our policy, and in the first couple of years I was 
pleased that we were able to provide the funding promises that we said we would make, particularly to the 
goldfields region and the Carnarvon area to work on what are regarded by local people as their heritage icons. 
 


